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Plant/Company Name: Review Date:

Plant Address: Plant Phone and Fax #:

Contact Person(s): Species Slaughtered:

Reviewer Name: Plant Description:

Reviewer Phone #:

Email address:

Humane Handling Program Evaluation

Compliance Actual Points Points Possible Percent

9 CFR 313.1 Livestock pens, driveways and ramps:

9 CFR 313.2 Handling of Livestock 0 40 0.00
9 CFR 313.3 Methods of Stunning

9 CFR 313.15: Mechanical: Captive bolt 0 40 0.00
9 CFR 313.16: Mechanical: Gunshot 0 30 0.00
Additional Information: 0 20 0.00
9 CFR 313.3 Electrical; Stunning or Slaughter 0 10 0.00
Humane Handling Program Score 0 140 0.00

Humane Handling Program Evaluation 

Email address:
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Plant Name: Date: 

Key: Acc = Acceptable, N. Ref. = Needs Refinement, N. Imp. = Needs Improvement, Unac. = Unacceptable, N/A = Not Applicable, COMP = Compliant, N/C = Non-Compliant
Acc. N.Ref. N. Imp.Unac. N/A COMP N/C Comments
5 Pts 3 Pts 1 Pt 0 Pt

9 CFR 313.1 Livestock pens, driveways and ramps:

1

(a) How do you assure your maintenance of pens, driveways and ramps so 
that they remain in good repair and free from sharp or protruding objects? C

2

(b) How do you assure the maintenance of the floors and of good footing for 
animals?  C

3

(b) List any slip resistant surfaces you have in place, and describe what you do 
in special circumstances (such as icy or muddy conditions) to ensure slip 
resistance. C

4 ( c) Where is your covered pen for disabled or suspect animals located? C

5

( c) Describe the protection it offers from bad weather and how it separates 
disabled animals from the other animals that are able to walk. C

6

(d) Describe how the set up or design of your establishment minimizes 
direction reversal of animals when being moved? C

Section Score 0 0 0 0 0 0

9 CFR 313.2 Handling of Livestock

7

(a) How do you move animals to assure they are driven at a walking speed 
with minimum excitement?  C

8 (a ) Describe any training employees are given on handling of livestock. 0 5

9

(a) What direction or oversight is given to non-employees (truck drivers, 
farmers, animal owners, etc.) on humane handling of livestock when they help 
with the offloading of animals? 0 5

10 (b) Describe the implements or objects do you use to drive animals.  0 5

11

( c )How do you assure driving tools or implements are used properly to 
minimize excitement, and that they do not cause injury or pain? C

12 (d) The dragging of disabled conscious animals is prohibited.  C

13 (d) How do you handle animals that are unable to move or get up? C

14

(d) What is your protocol for animals that arrive to the establishment that are 
unable to rise or walk? C

15

(d) If you use equipment for moving conscious downed animals, what kind of 
equipment do you use?  0 5

16 (d) If you stun downers, where in your establishment do you do this?  0 5

17

(d) Do you then bleed them at that spot, or take them somewhere else to 
bleed? 0 5

18

(d) How long is it typically between the time you stun them to the time you 
bleed them? 0 5

0 5
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19

(e) How do you assure animals have access to water at all times in holding 
pens? C

20

(e) How do you assure animals that are held on a transport truck waiting to be 
offloaded have access to water? C

21

(e) How do you assure animals have appropriate feed if held  greater than 24 
hours? C

22

(e) How do you assure animals held overnight have sufficient room to lie 
down? C

Section Score 0 0 0 0 0 40
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9 CFR 313.3 Methods of Stunning

23

(A) What method(s) do you use to effectively stun animals before shackling, 
hoisting, throwing, casting or cutting the animal?  C

24

(B)Ritual Method: Is the method in accordance with ritual requirements of the 
Jewish faith or any other religious faith whereby the animal suffers loss of 
consciousness by anemia of the brain caused by the simultaneous and 
instantaneous severance of the carotid arteries with a sharp instrument. C

25

9 CFR 313.5 Does the plant stun using Chemical: Carbon Dioxide?  Is the 
process explained.  Approved for swine, sheep and calves only. C

26

9 CFR 313.3 Does the plant stun using Electrical Stunning?  Is the process 
explained.  Approved for swine, sheep, cattle and goats only. C

27

9 CFR 313.15 Does the plant stun using Mechanical or Captive Bolt Stunning?  
Is the process explained. C

Section Score 0 0 0 0 0 0
9 CFR 313.15: Mechanical: Captive bolt
(a) Application of stunners, required effect; handling. 

28

(1) The captive bolt stunners shall be applied to the livestock in accordance 
with this section   so as to produce immediate unconsciousness in the animals 
before they are shackled, hoisted, thrown, cast, or cut. C

29

The animals shall be stunned in such a manner that they will be rendered 
unconscious with a minimum of excitement and discomfort. C

30

(2) The driving of the animals to the stunning area shall be done with a 
minimum of excitement and discomfort to the animals. Delivery of calm 
animals to the stunning areas is essential since accurate placement of 
stunning equipment is difficult on nervous or injured animals. C

31

Driving animals to the stunning areas, electrical equipment be used as little as 
possible and with the lowest effective voltage. <50 Volts. C

32

(3) Immediately after the stunning blow is delivered the animals shall be in a 
state of complete unconsciousness and remain in this condition throughout 
shackling, sticking and bleeding. C
(b) Facilities and procedures 
(1) General requirements for stunning facilities; operator

33 (i) The plant utilizes penetrating captive bolt. 0 5
34 The plant utilizes non-penetrating captive bolt. 0 5
35 The plant utilizes a compressed air (pneumatic) captive bolt. 0 5

36 (ii) Describe how you keep stunning instruments maintained in good repair. C

37 What is the maintenance schedule for the stunner?  C

38
Where do you write down (i.e. document) when maintenance is done on the 
stunner? 0 5

39

(iii) How is the stunning area designed to limit the movements of animals to 
allow for accurate stunning? C

40 Describe any special restraints you have for certain species of animals. 0 5

41 Describe your method of restraining animals for stunning? C
42 How many animals are stunned at one time? 0 5

43

How do you reduce falls of animals in chutes leading to, and in the stunning 
area itself? C

Section Score 0 0 0 0 0 30
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9 CFR 313.15: Mechanical: Captive bolt
(b) Facilities and procedures 

44

(iv) How do you assure the effectiveness of the captive bolt in producing 
immediate unconsciousness?  C

45

Are your employees instructed to look for signs of unconsciousness in animals 
after stunning? C

46 How do you train employees for this job to ensure their methods are effective?  C
47 How do you document employee training? 0 5

48

What is the protocol if the initial stun is not effective and the animal is still 
conscious? C

49

What kind of detonating charge does the employee use when stunning 
diiferent species of animals? C

50 How is it decided as to what kind of charge is used? 0 5
(2) Special requirements and prohibitions

51

(i) Charges suitable for smaller kinds of livestock such as swine or for young 
animals are not acceptably interchanged for use on larger kinds or older 
livestock, respectively. C

52 (ii) What is your policy on the use of captive bolt stunners that inject air? C
Section Score 0 0 0 0 0 10

9 CFR 313.16: Mechanical: Gunshot

53 Do you use a firearm to stun animals? 0 5

54 What type of firearm? C
55 Under what conditions would you use a firearm? 0 5

(a) Utilization of firearms, required effect: handling

56

(1) The firearms shall be employed in the delivery of a bullet or projectile into 
the animal in accordance with this section so as to produce immediate 
unconsciousness in the animal by a single shot before it is shackled, hoisted, 
thrown, cast, or cut. C

57

The animal shall be shot in such a manner that they will be rendered 
unconscious with a minimum of excitement and discomfort. C

58

(2) The driving of the animals to the shooting areas shall be done with a 
minimum of excitement and discomfort to the animals. Delivery of calm 
animals to the shooting area is essential since accurate placement of the 
bullet is difficult in case of nervous or injured animals. C

59

In driving animals to the shooting areas, electrical equipment be used as little 
as possible and with the lowest effective voltage. C

60 Where is the shooting area when you employ the use of firearms? 5 0 5

61

(3) Immediately after the firearm is discharged and the projectile is delivered, 
the animal shall be in a state of complete unconsciousness and remain in this 
condition throughout shackling, sticking and bleeding. C

Section Score 5 0 0 0 0 15
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9 CFR 313.16: Mechanical: Gunshot
(1) General requirements for shooting facilities: operator

62 (i) What type of bullets are used? C

63

It is necessary to use one of the following type projectiles: Hollow pointed 
bullets; frangible iron plastic composition bullets; or powdered iron missiles. C

64

Does the type of bullet used vary depending on the species/size/etc. of the 
animal? C

65

Caliber of firearms shall be such that when properly aimed and discharged, the 
projectile produces immediate unconsciousness. C

66 How is the firearm maintained? C

67

(iii) What employee training is given for the use of the firearm as a stunning 
device? C

68 How do you document employee training? 0 5

69

Are your employees instructed to look for signs of unconsciousness in animals 
after stunning? C

70

How is the stunning area designed to limit the movements of animals to allow 
for accurate stunning? C

71 Describe any special restraints you have for certain species of animals. 0 5

72 Describe your method of restraining animals for stunning? C
73 How many animals are stunned at one time? 0 5

74

How do you reduce falls of animals in chutes leading to, and in the stunning 
area itself?

(2) Special requirements 

75

How do you assure the effectiveness of the firearm in producing immediate 
unconsciousness?  C

76

What is the protocol if the initial stun is not effective and the animal is still 
conscious? C

Section Score 0 0 0 0 0 15
Additional Information:

77
Please describe any additional information that has been incorporated into 
your humane handling program that was not asked for above. 0 5

78
Explain how humane handling activities are routinely monitored and/or 
measured to assure compliance with your program and regulations. 0 5

79

Explain how your plant documents internal humane handling activities that are 
routinely monitored and/or measured. (Preop or operational checksheets, 
audits, etc.) 0 5

80 Describe any external humane handling audits you have conducted for you. 0 5
Section Score 0 0 0 0 0 20
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9 CFR 313.30: Electrical; stunning or slaughter

81

(a.1) How do you assure the effectiveness of the electrical stun in producing at 
a minimum surgical anesthesia?  C

82

(2) The driving of the animals to the stunning area shall be done with a 
minimum of excitement and discomfort to the animals. Delivery of calm 
animals to the stunning areas is essential since accurate placement of 
stunning equipment is difficult on nervous or injured animals. C

83

(3) The quality and location of the electrical shock shall be such as to produce 
immediate insensiblity to pain in the exposed animal. C

84

(4) How do you assure that the stunned animal shall remain in a state of 
surgical anesthesia through shackling, sticking and bleeding? C

85
Are your employees instructed to look for signs of unconsciousness in animals 
after stunning? 0 5

86

(b. 1) How do you train employees for this job to ensure that they are skilled, 
attentive and aware of their responsibility and so that their methods are 
effective?  C

87 How do you document employee training? 0 5

88

(2) How is the restraining equipment designed to prevent injury  and assure 
that electrical current is properly applied? C

89

(2) How is the stunning equipment maintained in good repair with maintenance 
documented? C

90

(3) How do you assure that suitable time, voltage and current are applied for 
the required species and animal size so the animal is quickly rendered 
unconscious ? C

Section Score 0 0 0 0 0 10
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